Dobrovir & Gebhardt 



Sui'i'E nos 

1025 vEQmONT AvENUE n. w 

A DOevO^iR 

.'OSE»H D CEB-^*ROT« 

DAvO LANE SOBEL ' 

•AuSO aDMiTTCO in mao^lanO 
'a;.SO A9MITTCO IN rLORiOA 

March 27, 1984 



WA3-.NGTON. D C 20005 



AREA CODE 
3A'>.a*iB 



Mr. Bernard Raimo, Jr. . * 

House Intelligence Committee 
Room H-405 

U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Raimo: 

I am writing to follow-up on our conversation of last 
week concerning H.R. 5164, the "Central Intelligence Agency 
Information Act." I appreciate your interest in the legis- 
lation's potential impact upon organizational FOIA requestors 
such as my client, the United States Student Association. I 
am enclosing several documents which illustrate the problem 
I have previously cited. 

The enclosed documents were obtained through litigation 
seeking the release of information "indexed or maintained 
under 'United States National Student Association.'" As you 
see, these responsive documents focus upon the activities of 
individual officials of the Association. Some of the docu- 
ments make reference to other documents maintained under the 
name of the individual concerned ( see , e.q. , No. 108). 

Others cite the organizational affiliations of individuals 
and seek further information concerning the organizations 
(see, e.g. , No. 109: "Appreciate any MHCHAOS-related info 

... re identities/activities these groups."). 

I am, unfortunately, unable to ascertain whether the 
documents retrieved through a search for information con- 
cerning the National Student Association would also be 
retrievable through the first-person requests of cited 
individuals. I do believe, however, that the enclosed 
documents suggest that first-person files and those main- 
tained under organizational names are interrelated within 
the Agency's system of records. Frankly, I am confused as 
to the effect of the legislation on this type of situation, 
and have never seen it explained to my satisfaction. The 
Senate Report's language on this issue certainly does not 
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provide enlightenment: "Since individual officers and 

members of domestic organizations have the right to request 
information from designated files about themselves, and 
that information sometimes refers to the organization, the 
committee believes the bill strikes the proper balance in 
this area." S. Rep. No. 98-305, 98th Cong., 1st Sess. 28 
(1983). What of designated files about organizations that 
"sometimes refer[]" to individuals? 

In the absence of a clear understanding on this ques- 
tion, I find the pending legislation to be ill-advised and 
an invitation to a new generation of extensive and costly 
FOIA litigation. I would urge the Committee to alleviate 
the problem, either through an exception for "Unit<id States 
persons " or legislative history that delineates the con- 
templated procedure. 

Your consideration of my views is appreciated. I would 
be most interested in hearing your response to these con- 
cerns . 
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